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Abstract:
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personal items from Ducommun and his family, including Ducommun's passports and
certificate of citizenship and family photographs.
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Scope and Content:

Account books, ledgers, deeds, certificates of title, stock certificates, stock lists,
photographs, hardware catalogs and other material pertaining to the history of the
Ducommun store and its subsequent business entities. The Ducommun Corporation is
Los Angeles’ oldest continuously operating business dating from 1849. There are a few
personal items from Ducommun and his family, including Ducommun's passports and
certificate of citizenship and family photographs. Among the family papers are those of
his wife (listed as Z. Leonide Ducommun, Leonide Petitpierre Ducommun and Leonide
Ducommun.) There are a few short histories of Charles Ducommun and the Ducommun
business, including one written by Charles E. Ducommun. Some of the items are photo
prints, rather than originals.

Biographical Note:

Charles Louis Ducommun (b. 1820?) was a Swiss born businessman who arrived in Los
Angeles in 1849 from Locle, Switzerland as a young man. He established a watch repair
shop on Commercial Street which grew into a flourishing general merchandising store.
Ducommun was a director of the Los Angeles water company, the Main and Agricultural
Park Railway, the Pioneer Oil Company, and a founder of the Farmers and Merchants
Bank. He passed away on April 3, 1896 at the age of 76.

In 1907 Ducommun Hardware Company was incorporated. After his death, control of
the business went to his sons. In later years, Ducommun Incorporated became a giant
international firm specializing in electronics for the aerospace industry.

Container List;

See spreadsheet on the following pages
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Box Number Level of Description Object Name Description Date_

Box 001 Folder Folder 1|Ledger Ledger, with index; 1867-1874. Account Books/Ledgers ca. 1867
Ledger, Charles Ducommun transactions with San Francisco

Box 001 Folder Folder 2|Ledger companies, with index; 1878-1895. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 001 Folder Folder 3|Ledger Order book; 1884-April, 1886. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 001 Folder Folder 4|Ledger Purchase book, with index; 1886-1887. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 002 Folder Folder 5|Ledger Ledger, with index; 1886-1896. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 002 Folder Folder 6|Ledger Order book;1887-1891. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 002 Folder Folder 7|Ledger Order book;1896-1898. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 002 Folder Folder 8|Ledger Ledger, with index; 1896-1900. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 003 Folder Folder 9|Ledger Ledger, with index; [1899-1901]

Box 003 Folder Folder 10|Ledger Ledger, with index; 1901. Account Books/Ledgers 1901

Box 003 Folder Folder 11|Ledger Ledger, alphabetical by firm; 1901-1902. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 003 Folder Folder 12|Ledger Ledger, alphabetical by firm; 1902-1903. Account Books/Ledgers

Box 003 Folder Folder 13|Ledger Daybook; 1906. Account Books/Ledgers
Reports on the Books and Accounts of C. Ducommun, prepared by

Box 003 Folder Folder 14|Ledger the Baskerville Auditing Company; 1906. Account Books/Ledgers 1906
Blue Book, blank except for p. 250-251, "Delinquent Payments"; n.d.

Box 003 Folder Folder 15|Ledger Account Books/Ledgers n.d.
Index of Ducommun's Customers, apparently an index to a ledger

Box 003 Folder Folder 16|Ledger (probably not customer index). Account Books/Ledgers n.d.
Agreement to Convey. Isaias W. Hellman and C. Ducommun to

Box 004 Folder Folder 1|/Document Andrea Ramirez. February 16, 1845 [1875]. February 16, 1875
Copy of a mortgage in cause Eulogio de Celis against Wilson and

Box 004 Folder Folder 2|Document Packard and Isaias Williams. Mortgage signed by Pio Pico (copy). 1852

Box 004 Folder Folder 3|/Document Warranty Deed. B.D. Wilson to C.L. Ducommun. November 25, 1853

Box 004 Folder Folder 4|Document Packet of 12 deeds and leases (dating from 1855-1904)

Box 004 Folder Folder 5/Document Deed. Antonio J. Cot to Juan Y. Cot. January 5, 1856

Box 004 Folder Folder 6/Document Deed. Collins Wadham and wife to Charles Ducommun. April 9, 1857

Box 004 Folder Folder 7|Document Deed signed by John Barre. May 14, 1857
Clipping. Advertisement for moving sale for new store location at Main
and Commercial Streets. Item has no accession number, but item

Box 004 Folder Folder 7a|Clipping placed here in Ducommun Collection for subject appropriateness. May 16, 1857
Deed. George Torrya(?) and Antoine Torrya(?) to Charles

Box 004 Folder Folder 8|/Document Ducommun. March 31, 1858

Box 004 Folder Folder 9|/Document Deed. Joseph Wolf and Morris Wolf to Felix Signoret. April 9, 1857

Box 004 Folder Folder 10|Document Deed. Felix Signoret to Catherine Signoret. September 25, 1860

Box 004 Folder Folder 11|Document Deed. John S. Griffin and Winfield S. Hancock. December 27, 1860
School land warrant location upon surveyed land. John S. Griffin and

Box 004 Folder Folder 12|Document Winfield S. Hancock. March 1, 1861
Assignment. John S. Griffin & Winfield S. Hancock to Los Angeles

Box 004 Folder Folder 13|Document Brea Company. June 10, 1861
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Deed. John S. Griffin and Winfield S. Hancock to Los Angeles Brea

Box 004 Folder Folder 14|Document Company. June 11, 1861
Box 004 Folder Folder 15|Document Deed. C. Dohs to C. Ducommun. October 5, 1863
Box 004 Folder Folder 15.1|Document Stock. Chimawabo Consolidated Copper & Silver Mining Co. October 6, 1863
Box 004 Folder Folder 16| Document Deed. Charles Neal to Gustave Capt(?) and Auguste Ducommun. October 9, 1863
Box 004 Folder Folder 17|Document Deed. Henry Dockweiler to Charles Ducommun. November 27, 1863
Los Angeles Pioneer Oil Co. capital stock certificate. Inscribed on the
Box 004 Folder Folder 18|/ Document mat "Presented by Edmund F. Ducommun." October 12, 1865
Box 004 Folder Folder 19 Document Deed. Charles Sepaon to Antonio Sabory. December 8, 1865
Box 004 Folder Folder 20|Document Deed. Prudent Beaudry to Antonio Sabory. May 8, 1866
Box 004 Folder Folder 21|Document Deed. Charles Sepaon to Jacob Farney. 1867
Articles of Agreement for land lease for the purpose of grazing cattle
Box 004 Folder Folder 22 |Document between [Abel] Stearns and [Phillipe] Garnier. November 22, 1867
Box 004 Folder Folder 23|Document Deed. Prudent Beaudry to Antonio Sabory. April 8, 1868
Box 004 Folder Folder 24 |Document Deed. Isaias Hellman to Charles Ducommun. February 25, 1869
Box 004 Folder Folder 25|Document Deed. Isaias Hellman to Charles Ducommun. March 18, 1872
Box 004 Folder Folder 26 |Document Special Power of Attorney. Isaias Hellman to Charles Ducommun. September 5, 1872
Box 004 Folder Folder 27 Document Deed. I.W. Hellman to Charles Ducommun (duplicate). October 6, 1873
Agreement. Charles Ducommun with John Downey, George Matfield
Box 004 Folder Folder 28|Document and H.K.S. O'Melveny. May 20, 1874
Box 004 Folder Folder 30|Document Lease. Charles Ducommun to Rogers & Potriskey. January 9, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 31 |Document Bond for deed. Charles Ducommun to Milton Lindley. January 28, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 32|Document Agreement to Convey. |.W. Hellman to Jose Antonio Moreno. February 16, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 33|Document Deed. I.W. Hellman and Charles Ducommun to A.A. White. March 8, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 34|Document Agreement. 1.W. Hellman and Charles Ducommun and D. Botiller. March 24, 1875
Agreement. Isaias W. Hellman andarles Ducommun to William
Box 004 Folder Folder 35|Document Birchall and Joseph Quarmby. Alanis Vineyard Tract. March 12, 1875
Agreement. Isaias W. Hellman and Charles Ducommun and James
Box 004 Folder Folder 36 |Document S. Frye. March 22, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 37 |Document Deed. Isaias W. Hellman to Charles Ducommun. March 26, 1875
Indenture 1875 between Isaias Hellman to Charles Ducommun for the
Box 004 Folder Folder 38|Document land in the Alanis Vineyard Tract. March 26, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 39|Document Power of Attorney. Isaias Hellman to Charles Ducommun. March 30, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 40|Document Agreement. Charles Ducommun and J.B. Spring. May 5, 1875
Agreement to convey. I.W. Hellman and Charles Ducommun to Victor
Box 004 Folder Folder 41|Document J. Stearns. May 5, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 42|Document May 5, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 43|Document Bond for deed. Charles Ducommun to Anna Dowdall. May 5, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 44|Document Bond for deed. Charles Ducommun to J.C. McMenomy. May 5, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 45|Document Bond for deed. Charles Ducommun to Mrs. Mahala A. Morey(?) May 5, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 46 |Document Agreement. Charles Ducommun and John Chart, Lot B. May 6, 1875
Box 004 Folder Folder 47 Document Affidavit. William Monks. June 14, 1875
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Agreement for sale of real estate. Charles Ducommun with A.G.
Box 004 Folder Folder 48|Document Mackey. July 13, 1876
Box 004 Folder Folder 49| Document Assignment. E.F. de Celis to W.W. Jenkins. July 21, 1876
Deed. The City of Los Angeles to Charles Ducommun. Signed by
Box 004 Folder Folder 50|Document Mayor P. Beaudry. August 12, 1876
Abstract of title to Ducommun Home Place on Ducommun Street in
Box 004 Folder Folder 51|Document the Alanis Vineyard Tract. October 21, 1876
Deed. City of Los Angeles to C.L. Ducommun. Signed by Mayor P.
Box 004 Folder Folder 52|Document Beaudry. November 14, 1876
Box 004 Folder Folder 53|Document John D. Bicknell vs. J.S. Severance, C. Ducommun, et al. September 16, 1879
Box 004 Folder Folder 54 |Document Deed. |.W. Hellman and Charles Ducommun to Peter Morgan. October 3, 1881
Box 004 Folder Folder 55|Document Deed. Robert Sutton to Felicie Dol. January 19, 1884
Box 004 Folder Folder 56 |Document Mortgage. Felicie Dol to Robert Sutton. January 19, 1884
Box 004 Folder Folder 57 |Document Deed. Emile Deutsch to C. Ducommun. April 26, 1884
Certificate of title. Howard Ranch/San Gabriel. "Los Tunas or Howard
Box 004 Folder Folder 58|Document Ranch". Title held by Everett Hall and W.W. Stilson. June 17, 1887
Box 004 Folder Folder 59|Document Mortgage. Annie M. Seitz to Charles Ducommun. July 20, 1887
Caveat re Patent for orange clipper. Dated July 26, 1887
Three pages of text plus accompanying drawing of orange clippers
Box 004 Folder Folder 60| Document (see full text on multimedia tab)
United States Patent Office. Charles Ducommun, of Los Angeles,
Box 004 Folder Folder 61|Document California. Instrument for picking oranges. August 7, 1888
Affidavit re disputed title of Isaac Williams to a house used by U.S.
Box 004 Folder Folder 62|Document troops in 1846-47. October 23, 1888
Box 004 Folder Folder 62a|Document Affidavit. Stephen C. Foster. October 19, 1888
Box 004 Folder Folder 63|Document Deed of gift. Charles Ducommun to Leonide Ducommun. February 28, 1890
Box 004 Folder Folder 64 |Document Street improvement bond. Figueroa Street. Series 1. August 22, 1892
Box 004 Folder Folder 65|Document Certificate of title. O.W. Childs tract. July 22, 1895
Box 004 Folder Folder 66 |Document Receipt for taxes. San Bernardino County. December 20, 1895
Box 004 Folder Folder 67 |Document Quitclaim deed. Jotham Bixby et al to Z. Leonide Ducommun (widow). June 15, 1896
Box 004 Folder Folder 68| Document Bill of sale. Z. Leonide Ducommun to The Ducommun Hardware Co. 9-Oct-07
Bills and correspondence. Articles of incorporation of Ducommun
Box 004 Folder Folder 69| Document Hardware Co.
Extract from City Council minutes of June 4, 1874 when the council
voted to adopt Ducommun time as the official city time, attached to
certification dated September 17, 1973. Also transcribed copy of the
Box 005 Folder Folder 1 extract, attached to certification dated September 17, 1973.
"C. Ducommun, Importer, Manufacturer and Jobber of Miners and
Assayers Supplies” (catalogue). Includes a letter from Ducommun to
Box 005 Folder Folder 2 T.B. Bassett; 1898. Miscellaneous original documents 1898
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"C. Ducommun Hardware, Tools and Metals Stock List"; 1906.
Box 005 Folder Folder 3 Miscellaneous original documents
Box 005 Folder Folder 4|Book Catalog, price list #37 of Holmes, Booth and Haydens, n.d. n.d.
Box 005 Folder Folder 4a|Booklet Randolph & Clowes (Brass and copper tubing) 1898
"History of Charles Louis Ducommun dit Tinon"; 1930. Miscellaneous
Box 005 Folder Folder 5 original documents 12-Mar-30
"Ducommun since 1849", 125th Anniversary booklet of Ducommun,
Box 005 Folder Folder 6 Inc. (1974). ca. 1977
"The Golden Island and Charles Louis Ducommun" by Charles E.
Ducommun (36 pages). Address before Sunset Club, March 30,
Box 005 Folder Folder 7| Manuscript 1977. 30-Mar-77
Photos-Ducommun family and residence (6 photos); Madam Charles
Box 005 Folder Folder 8|Photograph Ducommun, Charles Ducommun. n.d.
Box 005 Item |Folder 8|Photograph n.d.
Box 005 Item |Folder 8|Photograph n.d.
Photograph of the Ducommun residence (located, approximately, on
Box 005 Item|Folder 8|Photograph Ducommun St.) n.d.
Box 005 Item |Folder 8|Photograph n.d.
Box 005 Item |Folder 8|Photograph n.d.
Box 005 Item |Folder 8|Photograph n.d.
Photograph of Farmers & Merchants Bank's ledger showing original
deposit of Charles Ducommun when Bank was founded. [1871.] [See
Box 005 Folder Folder 9|Photograph also larger photograph in Box 11ov, folder 5] n.d.
Box 005 Folder Folder 10|Photograph Early picture of store at Main St. before expanding in whole building. n.d.
Picture - one of C. Ducommun's first delivery wagons. (Jack Murphy:
Box 005 Folder Folder 11|Photograph driver; "Old Blue": the horse.) n.d.
Picture - "C. Ducommun" -- 300-302 No. Main. (After he occupied
Box 005 Folder Folder 12 |Photograph entire building.) n.d.
Picture--C.L. Ducommun, C.A. Ducommun, and probably H. Balsiger
standing in old store front.
Left to right: Employee Henry Balsiger; Mr. C. Ducommun; Employee
Henry Vanderleck; C. Ducommun's son & emplyee: Charles A.
Ducommun (handwritten on back of photograph)
Box 005 Folder Folder 13|Photograph See also: GC1149; Box 5; Folder 14 1886
Ducommun Hardware, 300 N. Main St., 1886. [Similar to Folder 13,
but this image has not accession humber and is not a part of the
Box 005 Folder Folder 14|Photograph donation] 1886
Ducommun Collection 7/1/2015 40f 7



Seaver Center for Western History Research

Box Number Level of Description Object Name Description Date
Small copy of original store at 30 Commercial St., c. 1857 (Store is
located in the front left corner of photograph)
Box 005 Folder Folder 15|Photograph (See A.11122.87-79 for framed copy of photograph) n.d.
Box 006 Folder Folder 1|Certificate Metal-framed photoprint of Charles Ducommun's baptismal certificate. September 7, 1839
Box 006 Folder Folder 2| Certificate, Stock |Framed photoprint of stock certifcate of Los Angeles Pioneer Qil Co. 1865
Framed photoprint of Chimawabo Consolidated Copper and Silver
Box 006 Folder Folder 3 Mining Co.; 1863. 1863
Box 006 Folder Folder 4 Framed photoprint of cover of Ducommun's first stock list. n.d.
Box 007 Folder Folder 1|/Book Holy Bible-Charles Ducommun, New York, August 1847 [Inscribed] n.d.
Birth record of the Ducommun family members recorded in the family
Box 007 Folder Folder 2|Book Bible. n.d.
Leonide Petitpierre Ducommun - Personal document. Teaching
certificate, 1861. Noted: "Ed DuCucommun says it is his
Box 007 Folder Folder 3| Certificate grandmother. C.E.D. says he believes this is her teaching certificate." May, 1861
Leonide Petitpierre Ducommun - Personal documents 1861: Teaching
examination and results, 1861. Noted: "number of grades for each
section; certificate of the first degree for the public education; exam to
Box 007 Folder Folder 4|Document obtain authority to practice teaching." April, 1861
Leonide Petitpierre Ducommun - Personal document. Family history
Box 007 Folder Folder 5|/Manuscript information [2 leaves], author unknown. n.d.
Box 007 Folder Folder 6|Documents Deeds of Charles Ducommun, 1863-1878.
Stock certificates, Southern Land Co. (for Edmond and L.
Box 007 Folder Folder 7| Certificate, Stock |Ducommun). 1923. 1923
Deed of Z. Leonide Ducommun to Martin C. Dujinovich dated February
Box 007 Folder Folder 8|Document 3, 1902. 3-Feb-02
Box 007 Folder Folder 9 Calling card. General John J. Pershing, January 26, 1920. 26-Jan-20
Numerous files of miscellaneous deeds of Ducommun family and
Box 008 Folder Folder 1|/Documents Ducommun Hardware Company, dated early 1900s. ca. 1900s
Ducommun Hardware Company. By-laws, 1907. [Includes five
Box 008 Folder Folder 2|Documents related documents.] 1907
Box 008 Folder Folder 3|/Documents Ducommun Hardware Company. Cancelled stock certificates, 1907. 1907
Grand deed of Richard D. Veit, Henry G. Krohn and Elizabeth Krohn to
Box 008 Folder Folder 4|Document Ducommun Hardware Company, March, 1918. March, 1918
Box 008 Folder Folder 5| Clipping Clipping. "Evening Express," July 26, 1919. 26-Jul-19
Box 008 Folder Folder 6| Certificate, Stock |Ducommun Hardware Company. Common stock certificates, 1920. 1920
Box 008 Folder Folder 7| Certificate, Stock |Ducommun Hardware Company. Preferred stock certificates, 1920. 1920
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Ducommun Corporation. Articles of Incorporation, 1923. Related
documents for change of name, certificate of increase in capital stock,
Box 008 Folder Folder 8|/Documents 1923. 1923
Ducommun Investment Corporation. Organization, permit by
Box 008 Folder Folder 9/Documents Corporation Commission, by-laws and other pertinent papers of 1931. 1931
Ducommun Investment Corporation. Minutes and by-laws, 1931-
Box 008 Folder Folder 10|Documents 1938.
One box of city and county tax receipts (Los Angeles, Long Beach,
San Bernardino) Charles and Leonide Ducommun, [1860s-late
Box 009 Box Documents 1890s].
Box 010 Folder Folder 1|Ledger C. Ducommun. General ledger, 1857-1878.
C. Ducommun. [Journal with detailed, itemized purchases from
Box 010 Folder Folder 2|Journal customers.] 1867-1873
Box 010 Folder Folder 3|/Documents Ducommun Hardware Company, 1918-1924.
Box 010 Folder Folder 4|Documents Ducommun Corporation. Financial statements, December 31, 1928. 31-Dec-28
Box 010 Folder Folder 5|Ledger Accounts Receivable and Payable Ledger, June, 1930 - June, 1935.
Box 010 Folder Folder 6|Documents Ducommun Corporation. Financial statements, December 31, 1931. 31-Dec-31
Ducommun Investment Corporation. Journal and General Ledger,
Box 011 Folder Folder 1|Journal 1931-1934.
Box 011 Folder Folder 2|Documents Ducommun Corporation. Financial statements, December 31, 1933. 31-Dec-33
Ducommun Investment Corporation. Checkbook, Farmers and
Box 011 Folder Folder 3|Document Merchants National Bank, 1934. 1934
Box 011 Folder Folder 4|Documents Ducommun Metal & Supply Co. Financial statements, 1935-1938.
Box 001lov Box Ledger Ledger, 1877-1896.
Box 0020v Box Ledger Ledger, with index, 1886-1896.
Box 003ov Box Charge Account Book, 1890-1895.
Box 004ov Box Ledger Ledger, 1896-1901.
Box 0050v Box Ledger Ledger, 1896-1917.
Box 0060v Box Ledger Ledger, 1900-1901.
Receipts and Disbursements with Customers and Supply Houses,
Box 0070ov Box 1904-1910.
Box 008ov Box Journal Cash Journal, Jan. 1907-Jan. 1908.
Photoprint of Los Angeles Tri-Weekly News, Oct 16, 1863-Ducommun
Box 0090v Item advertisement on first page (framed). X October 16, 1863
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Metal-framed photoprint of C.L. Ducommun's U.S. passport - 1867.
(Note: The "s" has been stricken from "Eyes" because he had lost his
right eye from iliness while hospitalized in New York in mid-1840s.
Box 0090v Item Document [See also original at A.11122.87-160] 1867
Metal-framed photograph of C. Ducommun's first store at 30
Box 009ov Item Photograph Commercial Street. ca. 1853
Box 0100ov Iltem Document Photoprint of Charles L. Ducommun's Swiss (Prussian) passport.
Photoprint of Charles L. Ducommun's Certificate of U.S. citizenship,
Box 010ov Item Certificate July 24, 1866. July 24, 1866
Document pertaining to Charles L. Ducommun: Citizenship document,
Box 01lov Item |Folder 1/Document Aug. 4, 1855. August 4, 1855
Box 01lov Item |Folder 1|/Document Document pertaining to Charles L. Ducommun: U.S. passport , 1867. 1867
Document pertaining to Charles L. Ducommun: Membership
certificate: Los Angeles. Chapter of Grand Lodge (Masonic) of Calif.
Box 011lov Item|Folder 1|Certificate, Membe| 1875 1875
The Daily Examiner, July 7, 1888 (with an article on Pio Pico's deed).
Box 011lov Folder Folder 2 Miscellaneous Original Documents July 7, 1888
Map of the Southwest corner of 7th and Main Streets in Los Angeles,
Box 01lov Folder Folder 3 by V.J. Rowan, 1895. Miscellaneous Original Documents 1895
2 brass plates used to identify "corner-laying" tools used by the Los
Angeles Chamber of commerce in 1903 and 1924. Miscellaneous
Box 01lov Folder Folder 4 Original Documents
Page from the Farmers and Merchants Bank's first ledger, 1871
Box 011lov Folder Folder 5/Document (photoprint). Miscellaneous Original Documents 1871
MC 19 Drawer 5 Item Map Alanis Vineyard Tract by Frank Lecouvreur (1874). 1874
MC 19 Drawer 5 Item Map Cameron tract by H.J. Stevenson (1885) 1885
Blueprint of Tract 4823, (Vermont Avenue and 120th Street, Lot A&B,
MC 19 Drawer 5 Item Map 1922. 3 copies. 1922
MC 19 Drawer 5 ltem Map Map of Lot A, surveyed 1906. [Commercial and Main Streets.] 1906
Box Ducommon Exhibit 1999 Photos and Labels.
SEE ALSO HARDWARE CATALOGS IN ROW 14
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